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Presidents Creel 

Welcome to the latest SANA handbook. 

I was co-opted into the role of president in August 2012. When approached I 
was aware of the challenges that SANA faced but felt as an organisation it had 
a great deal to offer. 

One of the first issues was the financial position and through the efforts of our 
recent Finance Director, Sheila Mannion we are now on a far firmer footing . 
Whilst recording a deficit this year, measures have been put in place to bring us 
back into profit this coming year. 

The membership of SANA has decreased over the past few years due partly to 
internal challenges and also the struggles that some clubs are having with 
dwindling memberships.   

I am encouraged by the signs that clubs are returning to SANA and that they 
appreciate the work that SANA does. In my few months in office I have tried to 
spread the word and encourage people to support their governing body. 

We remain a volunteer organisation, (with only 1 part-time salaried person), 
and rely on the time and generosity of the membership. 

We have active committees for both Migratory and Non Migratory fishing is-
sues. Their work is well documented and successful. They act on behalf of the 
membership to ensure that we and future generations are able to enjoy the 
fishing experience. 
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We are an inclusive organisation encouraging members from all backgrounds and 
ages.  We have active Ladies, Disabled and Youth sections along with our success-
ful competitions section. 

I have spent a lot of my time talking to other like minded organisations to cement 
friendships and in some cases build bridges. I cannot change what has happened 
in the past but I can certainly try and build for the future. I want to work together 
to bring more people in to angling. I want to ensure that clubs are able to offer 
coaching and where applicable have child protection officers and authorised 
coaches in place.  

Through our work in the schools and with charities SANA is looking to give individ-
uals who might otherwise not have the opportunity, the chance to fish. We would 
like to help them move on to clubs and be supported there. 

These are exciting times and although there will be may challenges ahead, I have 
every confidence that between us we can make a difference. 

Tight lines 

 

Donald 
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View from the Pier:View from the Pier:View from the Pier:   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Looking back at some of the old handbooks it seems that some things  never Looking back at some of the old handbooks it seems that some things  never Looking back at some of the old handbooks it seems that some things  never 

change. Apart from the snow and ice the flooding problem has not gone change. Apart from the snow and ice the flooding problem has not gone change. Apart from the snow and ice the flooding problem has not gone 

away.away.away.   

Despite all the efforts last year the office was once again suffered. New Despite all the efforts last year the office was once again suffered. New Despite all the efforts last year the office was once again suffered. New 

measures this year hopefully have addressed the issue.measures this year hopefully have addressed the issue.measures this year hopefully have addressed the issue.   

When I took on the role of Secretary in July I was aware of some of the chal-When I took on the role of Secretary in July I was aware of some of the chal-When I took on the role of Secretary in July I was aware of some of the chal-

lenges and issues that SANA faced.lenges and issues that SANA faced.lenges and issues that SANA faced.   

I have spoken to a lot of members of SANA as well as members from other I have spoken to a lot of members of SANA as well as members from other I have spoken to a lot of members of SANA as well as members from other 

organisations and have been made very welcome. Even our most ardent crit-organisations and have been made very welcome. Even our most ardent crit-organisations and have been made very welcome. Even our most ardent crit-

ics have been understanding and supportive, or at least courteous.ics have been understanding and supportive, or at least courteous.ics have been understanding and supportive, or at least courteous.   

I see at first hand the hard work that the SANA committees and the member-I see at first hand the hard work that the SANA committees and the member-I see at first hand the hard work that the SANA committees and the member-

ship put in make the organisation and all it’s activities successful. Everyone ship put in make the organisation and all it’s activities successful. Everyone ship put in make the organisation and all it’s activities successful. Everyone 

gives freely of their time to help others enjoy their sport. This selfless attitude gives freely of their time to help others enjoy their sport. This selfless attitude gives freely of their time to help others enjoy their sport. This selfless attitude 

is often forgotten but the fact remains that SANA is a volunteer organisation. is often forgotten but the fact remains that SANA is a volunteer organisation. is often forgotten but the fact remains that SANA is a volunteer organisation. 

Whilst we receive some funding from SportScotland we also rely on the mem-Whilst we receive some funding from SportScotland we also rely on the mem-Whilst we receive some funding from SportScotland we also rely on the mem-

bership income to help support our activities as well as the goodwill of our bership income to help support our activities as well as the goodwill of our bership income to help support our activities as well as the goodwill of our 
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membersmembersmembers   

Some members have said that we focus too much on competitions. Certainly Some members have said that we focus too much on competitions. Certainly Some members have said that we focus too much on competitions. Certainly 

our webpage and newsletter usually contain photographs and updates but this our webpage and newsletter usually contain photographs and updates but this our webpage and newsletter usually contain photographs and updates but this 

is because the competitions groups are very active. They receive no support is because the competitions groups are very active. They receive no support is because the competitions groups are very active. They receive no support 

from SANA and self fund all their activities. from SANA and self fund all their activities. from SANA and self fund all their activities.    

We are always looking for articles for the website or newsletters as well as sug-We are always looking for articles for the website or newsletters as well as sug-We are always looking for articles for the website or newsletters as well as sug-

gestions from members as to how we can provide a balanced coverage of all gestions from members as to how we can provide a balanced coverage of all gestions from members as to how we can provide a balanced coverage of all 

our activities.our activities.our activities.   

I am hoping in the coming months to talk to and meet with more of the mem-I am hoping in the coming months to talk to and meet with more of the mem-I am hoping in the coming months to talk to and meet with more of the mem-

bership. Being a lapsed angler I intend to rebership. Being a lapsed angler I intend to rebership. Being a lapsed angler I intend to re---start my fishing this coming year. I start my fishing this coming year. I start my fishing this coming year. I 

didn’t realise how much had changed since I last fished regularly.  I have to didn’t realise how much had changed since I last fished regularly.  I have to didn’t realise how much had changed since I last fished regularly.  I have to 

thank John Hood for at least keeping a straight face when I talk about fly selec-thank John Hood for at least keeping a straight face when I talk about fly selec-thank John Hood for at least keeping a straight face when I talk about fly selec-

tions and what is in my fly boxes. He usually mutters something about muse-tions and what is in my fly boxes. He usually mutters something about muse-tions and what is in my fly boxes. He usually mutters something about muse-

ums So if you see a lost soul struggling to make sense of small humongous and ums So if you see a lost soul struggling to make sense of small humongous and ums So if you see a lost soul struggling to make sense of small humongous and 

barbless Czechs please have patience.barbless Czechs please have patience.barbless Czechs please have patience.   

Lastly I am indebted to Alastair Wallace the past Secretary and the Board for Lastly I am indebted to Alastair Wallace the past Secretary and the Board for Lastly I am indebted to Alastair Wallace the past Secretary and the Board for 

friendship, help and support. friendship, help and support. friendship, help and support.    

Wishing you all success for 2013Wishing you all success for 2013Wishing you all success for 2013   

   

AndrewAndrewAndrew   
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COACHING 2012 

2012 was going to be a challenging year for me, due to many personal and 
health issues, time restraints and the usual stuff but in the end it all worked it-
self out.  SANA seems to have gone through a similar process, with coaching 
only a part of the challenge. 

 

New L1 coaches were identified and trained through delivery of a number of L1 
courses, in partnership with the other SGB’s.  These new coaches are now work-
ing under the guidance of L2 coaches at certain fisheries, on a regular basis.   

Further L1 candidates have been identified and are awaiting dates for the next 
course, early in 2013.  

Further L2 candidates have been identified and will be attending our next 
planned course which should be starting in January.  

 

Further to these targets SANA Coaching has been involved in Club Angling Pack-
ages being delivered, with great success, in schools throughout Scotland, with 
others planned for the near future the new coaches are going to be busy. 

 

SANA Coaching, ADBoS and the other SGB’s, have been asked to participate in 
the development of the UKCC L3 qualification, along with the Angling Trust and 
the Welsh Salmon and Trout Association.  Working together in this way reinforc-
es the UKCC principles and ideals the SGB’s are working towards and ensures 
that Scotland’s coaches are offered a pathway from L1 to L3 as recognised 
across the UK.  It is hoped that the next Pilot of this course will be launched in 
2013 with one coach from each SGB being invited to attend. 

 

So, when you look at the bigger picture, all in all, it’s not been too bad.  SANA 
coaching has met and in some cases exceeded the targets that were set out by 
SportScotland/ADBoS and things are looking good for the future of Coaching 
within SANA.      

  

Anyone interested in any aspect of Coaching or of the coaching qualifications 
should contact either the SANA office or myself for further information.  Courses 
for L1 and L2 coaching qualifications will be delivered on a regular basis.     

  

Game Angling Instructors for Scotland 
Scottish game anglers wishing to improve their skills can make a great start by 
looking up an Instructor who has passed the Scottish Game Angling Instructors 



9  

Certificate (SGAIC). The SGAIC qualification is also a great entry point for an-
glers looking to become Instructors.  

 

  In order to qualify as an instructor, candidates must pass a written exam, give 
a formal presentation on a game angling subject, and pass a rigorous practical 
assessment. All candidates are assessed by independent assessors from the As-
sociation of Advanced Game Angling Instructors (AAPGAI), they also receive 
training in first aid and safeguarding children. 

 

The SGAIC qualification is unique in that candidates benefit from a structured 
programme of training and coaching in the six months prior to their final assess-
ment.  

 

The course is aimed at giving candidates the best chance of passing the assess-
ments, and also helps us build a tight sense of community among SGAIC in-
structors. 

 

SGAIC is very proud of its continuing association with AAPGAI. Their highly ex-
perienced assessors help ensure that we continue to maintain a high standard, 
and the relationship means that instructors have a clear path to take should 
they wish to develop their skills further. 

 

For details of SGAIC instructors near you, and information on how to become an 
instructor, take a look at the new SGAIC web site at www.sgaic.co.uk or contact 
Andrew at the SANA office on 01577 861116 

 

John Hood 

SANA Coach Education Coordinator  

SGAIC Committee Member  

http://www.sgaic.co.uk/
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SDFFA Report 

National Championship 2012 

For the first time in our history, over 30 years, the National final, to be held on 

Sunday 13th May, was cancelled due to adverse weather. Despite the disappoint-

ment all those who had entered were able to make the rescheduled date of Fri-

day 15th June. With the International to be held the following week this was go-

ing to provide valuable information for the team to be collected by Manager Wul-

lie Leach.  Jim Crawford from Ayrshire was champion. 

Four new members qualified for the 2013 team to represent Scotland in Wales. 

The full team is Jim Crawford, Andy Smith, Alan Hunter, Stuart Fraser, Colin 

Broadhead, Bill Barnes, and Jim Curry with Willie Brash attending as reserve. 

It was very pleasing to see new team members and an excellent turnout for this 

event. Thanks go to Lake of Menteith for their continued support.  

2012 IDFFA International June Lake of Menteith 

Scotland Disabled Fly Fishing Association won Gold medal at the 33rd Interna-

tional Disabled Fly Fishing Association Championship held at Lake of Menteith on 

19th and 20th June. This is 3rd year in row Scotland has won Gold.  

Results 1st Scotland 55 fish for 122lbs 6oz 

              2nd Ireland 38 fish for 85lbs 1oz 

              3rd Wales 36 fish for 77lbs 6oz 

              4th England 32 fish for 70lbs 7oz 

Bill Barnes was overall top rod. His total for 2 days was 16 fish for 34lbs 11oz. 

Competition was 3 fish weighed and 2lb bonus for each fish returned. The Scot-

land Team were Jim Crawford (Capt.), Bill Barnes, Willie Brash, George Bell, Tony 

Lithgow, Ossie Smith, Rab Chisholm, David Penny and Manager Wullie Leach. 

51st BDE Recovery Unit Injured Army Personnel 

Scottish Disabled Fly Fishing Association have held the first of hopefully regular 

taster sessions with injured army personnel from 51st BDE Personnel Recovery 

Unit. The purpose of the day was to introduce a meaningful activity to injured, 

sick and wounded soldiers across Scotland. 

 

The first taster session was held at Swanswater Fishery on Friday 31st August. 

John Hood attended as coach and there was support from SDFFA Chair Jim Craw-

ford and committee members Iain Murray and Fraser Renwick. Local Coach Iain 
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Lohoar helped out as well. 

 

SDFFA plan to use this as a start to further sessions where we can assist any ser-

vice members. Most of these soldiers will be medically discharged from the services 

soon and hopefully the introduction to fly fishing will allow them to meet new 

friends, socialise and understand that they will always get a warm friendly welcome 

from the game angling community. 

 

SDFFA Membership 

Membership to SDFFA is open to anyone with a disability and who has an interest 

in fly fishing.  A simple registration form is required to confirm your details, mem-

bership is free. The SDFFA run the National championship from which selection of 

the Scotland Team is made to compete in the International annual match. For 2013 

are looking at promoting some members through UKCC Coaching Programme to 

assist with new initiatives such as helping injured army personnel . 

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact us through the SANA of-

fice or website. 

 

Jim Crawford 

Chairman SDFFA    
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NMFC Committee 2012  

 

The Non-Migratory Fish Committee held six meetings during the year Nov 2011 to 
Dec 2012 in Howietoun Fishery’s museum, and wish to thank Mr Iain Semple for 
his generosity and hospitality. 

We were pleased to welcome Jim Mathew back to the committee in the Spring, 
and some young blood in the form of Philip Martin, but sorry to lose Alastair Mac-
Kellar who retired after serving SANA well in various posts over many years. 

Many things happen or are mooted which could impact on angling one way or an-
other (a peek at the Government’s website will reveal consultations on all sorts of 
things) and when/if the NMFC get to hear of them we discuss them and often 
agree a response or other action. Keeping on top of them is time consuming so, 
being all volunteers, we inevitably miss some, and some we just have insufficient 
time to grapple with.  MSPs, local authorities, RSPB, SNH and the National Access 
Forum are just a few we have contacted about various issues this year. If nothing 
else it helps keep SANA in the public eye. We also liaise with the MFC on various 
issues, and advise the SANA Board on things that need its particular attention.  

 

We try to deal with matters affecting the whole of Scotland, but as we mainly hail 
from the Central Belt and can’t be familiar with everything, it would be useful if 
members generally would let the secretary know of anything in their areas with 
which they think SANA’s support may be helpful. The following is a sample of is-
sues we have addressed this year. 

 

Aquaculture & Fisheries Bill Consultation -  Though this concentrated on mi-
gratory fish issues (the MFC sent in its own response) the NMFC responded over 
matters that might impact on freshwater fish other than salmon, of which fish 
farm escapes and rod licences were two. Read our response at http://
www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00391186.pdf  

 

Hydro Nation Consultation – This concerned moves by the Government to 
make the most of Scotland’s extensive water resources and expertise in water en-
gineering. Amongst other things it included future intentions to export water to 
other countries. Read our response at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Resource/0039/00394255.pdf  

 
Clyde Quarry – NMFC wrote twice to S Lanarkshire Council pointing out dangers 
to the river of extracting gravel from a site beside the Clyde. Two planning appli-
cations by Patersons failed, but they appealed against the decisions and at the 
time of writing the result is still awaited.  See http://www.crag.uk.com/ for further 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00391186.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00391186.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00394255.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00394255.pdf
http://www.crag.uk.com/
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Member Home Area Meetings attended 

A Ayre  (Sec) 

J Campbell 

W Lindsay 

A McAlpine 

P Martin 

J Mathew 

WW Miller 

D Paterson 

J Twaddle (Chair) 

  

Falkirk 

Glasgow 

Strathyre 

Falkirk 

Larkhall 

Wishaw 

Uddingston 

Hamilton 

Cumbernauld 

  

5/6 

4/6 

2/6 

4/6 

4/5 

3/4 

6/6 

6/6 

6/6 

details. 

 
Beavers – SNH acknowledge nearly 150 beavers are at large on Tayside, and 
one has been seen on the Leny. They have either escaped from licensed keep-
ers’ premises and/or been illegally introduced, and are breeding. The Scottish 
Government has decided to do nothing about them until the official Argyll Trial 
reports in 2015. They could spread further so anglers should keep their eyes 
open for evidence of them. SANA shares ASFB’s concerns about problems they 
may create for fisheries. For recent news see the /SNH website at 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/news-and-events/press-releases/press-release-etails/
index.jsp?id=811  

 
Access and Protection – In the 2008 Strategic Framework, Marine Scotland 
(MS) declared an appraisal of the effectiveness of Protection Orders (POs) would 
guide future proposals for Scotland-wide freshwater fisheries management. To 
that end it asked SANA to take a look at how POs were operating and advise on 
the way forward. Alan Ayre and Willie Miller of NMFC authored a paper in 2011 
providing SANA’s views and sent it to MS, who agreed it should be put on the 
SANA website for general interest. It can be read via ‘News’ at http://
dl.dropbox.com/u/16129866/SANA%20Website/Access%20and%
20Protection.pdf   

 
However, in common with many other Framework objectives, there has been lit-
tle progress for many months because MSs’ budget and staffing cuts have lim-
ited its work to absolute essentials, and there has been no meeting of the Fresh-

NMFC Committee meeting attendance: 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/news-and-events/press-releases/press-release-etails/index.jsp?id=811
http://www.snh.gov.uk/news-and-events/press-releases/press-release-etails/index.jsp?id=811
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/16129866/SANA%20Website/Access%20and%20Protection.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/16129866/SANA%20Website/Access%20and%20Protection.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/16129866/SANA%20Website/Access%20and%20Protection.pdf
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water Fisheries Forum Steering Group either. Indeed, MS has asked the Ministers 
Consultative Committee on POs (which includes some SANA officials) to help them 
by vetting the annual PO reports sent in by Liaison Committees (LCs).  Stemming 
from this MS has requested more LCs to set up a complaints procedure to field 
any anglers’ complaints concerning fishing in PO areas. There are also concerns 
over reduced access to waters in some PO areas, counter to what was agreed 
when the POs were granted, and over some LCs whose members are representa-
tives of those who originally applied for the PO (often a high proportion of riparian 
owners) and have little or no wider representation, for example of visiting anglers.  

 
National Access Forum – In its wisdom the Government excluded angling from 
the Land Reform Act, and angling has thus no formal representation on Access 
Fora.  However, SANA is a corresponding member of the National Access Forum, 
so receives intimation of its meetings, draft papers, minutes etc, and NMFC and 
MFC liaise over putting our views across when necessary. Wild water rafting is one 
topic that has exercised us over the years, and you can see SANA’s policy on this 
in the MFC part of its website.  Another is the Outdoor Access Code which takes 
no account of anglers’ rights; this is the subject of ongoing correspondence.  

 
Loch Lomond National Park – A member of the NMFC attended a 5 Lochs 
meeting in the Spring to lend an angling voice to discussions on various problems 
including litter, wild camping, irresponsible behaviour etc, for which anglers were 
being partly blamed.  He will continue to keep his eye on the situation. 

 
Cormorants – Fish stocks in some rivers have suffered from the attentions of in-
creasing numbers of cormorants and sawbill ducks in recent years.  On more than 
one occasion NMFC has asked for information from SANA members on local prob-
lems, with little if any feedback received.  However, in 2012 we mooted a cormo-
rant count at inland roosts and have had a number of replies from interested par-
ties. In partnership with the folk who have been conducting roost counts on the 
Clyde for some time, we have planned a trial count at notified roosts in January 
2013 and, depending on the results, expect to expand it to encompass more are-
as next winter. We hope it will provide a benchmark for future population counts. 
Watch this space.   

 
SFCC Angling Diary – SANA helped fund this project some years ago, when us-
ing anglers catch data was first mooted as a practical way of aiding better fisher-
ies management.   It is  web based and took much time to develop, but it finally 
hit the streets early in 2012, when we informed members of it under News on the 
SANA website. A laudable project, it seems to be struggling to attract participants, 
but it is early days. See www.anglingdiary.org.uk  

http://www.anglingdiary.org.uk/
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The foregoing are just some of the issues the NMFC gets involved with.  If anyone has 
time to spare and fancies joining us please contact the SANA office.  
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Ladies report. 

 

Committee 2013  

Nikki Ross stood down as chair, after finishing her three year period in the post. 
We welcome Morag Wallace as our new Chair and thank Nikki for all her diligent 
work. We also thank Abigail Montgomery for her tireless efforts as treasurer and 
welcome Kathleen Shepherd to the post.  

The new committee for 2013 is as follows. 

Chair:  Morag Wallace 

Vice Chair: Jane Wright 

Treasurer: Kathleen Shepherd 

Secretary: Dione Roberts 

Committee:  Helen Philp 

  Liz Mclellan 

  Liz Fraser 

International 2012 

The 2012 International was held in Scotland at The Lake of Menteith. It was a 
great squad effort with ladies out every weekend and some during the week to 
glean information. All the hard work paid off and Scotland won Gold.  

Scotland 42 fish for 92lbs 6.6 oz 

England 36 fish for 78lbs 2.4oz 

Wales 21 fish for 46lbs 13 oz 

Ireland 19 fish for 44lbs 5.6oz 

Wendy Mitchell was the top lady angler winning the brown bowl. Nikki Ross won 
the chameleon trophy for the first fish and Dione Roberts caught the heaviest fish 
so it was a clean sweep for Scotland.  
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National 2012 

17 ladies entered the heats.  

The heat at Carron valley on 8th July 2012 was not an easy day. 28 fish were 
caught. 

The heat at the Lake of Menteith on 2nd September the weather was kinder to us 
and 65 fish were caught. The new National champion is Anne Boyce.  

 

Combined results 

1st Anne Boyce 

2nd Gail Annall 

3rd Jane Wright 
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National results 

1st Anne Boyce 

2nd Gail Annall 

3rd Sheila Mannion 

Best newcomer 

Anne Boyce 

Heaviest fish  

Anne Boyce 

International 2013 

The International will be held on Lough Caragh in County Kerry.  

The team for 2013 is (Manager) Jane Wright (Captain) Dione Roberts, Anne 
Boyce, Gill Forsyth, Helen Philp, Kathleen Shepherd, Liz Fraser, Liz Mclellan, Mar-
garet Earle, Morag Wallace, Sandra McTear, Sheila Mannion, (Reserve) Ann Bor-
land. 

We would like to welcome our new caps Anne Boyce, Sandra McTear and Liz 
Mclellan. 

Ladies Clubs 

We have two very active ladies clubs 

St Serfs and Invicta. Please visit http://www.sanaladies.co.uk for more infor-
mation. 

2013 dates 

24th March Parkview fishery fundraiser 

20th April Roscobie Loch fundraiser 

11-13 June International at Lough Caragh Ireland 

7th July 1st Qualifier for 2014 Carron Valley 

1st September 2nd Qualifier and National, Lake of Menteith 

 

Dione Roberts 

Sana ladies secretary 

http://www.sanaladies.co.uk/
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MIGRATORY FISH COMMITTEE 

In 2012, the principal concerns of anglers that have been represented to Govern-

ment and its agencies are: the serious impact of salmon farming on wild sea 

trout and salmon, the threat to fragile stocks posed by mixed stock fisheries (in 

particular those operated in the North East of England) and the use by canoeists, 

rafters and other commercial recreation companies of waters fished by our mem-

bers. 

Salmon Farming 

After decades of metaphorical jousting with the fish farmers, the matter has 

come to a head with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill.  At the time of 

writing, it is at stage one of its parliamentary process.     

The possible content of the Bill was first aired in a consultation paper from the 

Scottish Government.   The Migratory Fish Committee (MFC) responded to that 

and set out its own ideas for getting the salmon farming industry to up its game 

on environmental impacts.   In doing so, we have tried to acknowledge the pres-

sures on fish farm operators.  However, there can be no “special offers” on pro-

tecting wild stocks and water quality more generally.   Fish farms must be obliged 

to meet standards of management and standards of equipment that are at least 

equivalent to the most stringent in other countries.  What SANA wants to see is 

the industry going further than those obligations.   We want innovation in how 

they operate - through systems such as closed containment and offshore finish-

ing of adult fish.   If need be, we concede that public money may have to be 

spent on trialling new systems of production. 

After considering the issues raised, the Government drafted a Bill and sent it to 

the Parliament.   The MFC studied the Bill in terms of what was different from the 

earlier consultation proposals and what was different from our “shopping list”.    

This gave rise to a submission to the Parliament and a subsequent appearance in 

person before its Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee on 

12th December.    The submissions are on the SANA website. 

Stage two of the Bill’s progress through Parliament is expected to start in Febru-

ary 2013.   It will be tracked almost continuously through SANA’s representation 

on the Government’s Stakeholder Reference Group. 

Mixed Stock Fisheries – in Scotland 

Another subject which is encompassed by the aforesaid Bill is the implementation 

of the recommendations of the Mixed Stock Fisheries Working Group. This group 
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was set up in 2008 as one of the key items for action defined by the Strategic 

Framework for Scottish Freshwater Fisheries Strategy in 2008.   It reported in 2010 

and the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill is the first opportunity to get pri-

mary legislation that will put its deliberations into effect. 

The essence of this complicated subject is that get action on the ground/water, it 

has to be proved that a fishery is exploiting stocks in one or more rivers to the ex-

tent that those populations’ survival is put at risk.   The Bill creates the means of 

monitoring both fisheries and in-river stocks and by genetic “fingerprinting” making 

the connections.  So far so good.   

The Bill as presently drafted achieves that much.  However, it has missed out on 

another recommendation from the Working Group – to create a system of media-

tion whereby the costs of taking action to curtail fisheries, where needed, are fairly 

distributed.   Fishing rights are private property in Scots law.   So, any restriction 

on the use of those rights must be compensated.    SANA is seeking amendment of 

the Bill – so that proven ill effects of mixed stock fisheries can be acted upon. 

Mixed Stock Fisheries – in the North East of England 

Unlike Scotland, sea fisheries for salmon and sea trout are licensed by the state in 

England.   They operate under licence and the policy for allocation of licences has 

recently been reviewed. 

The proposed Net Limitation Order (for 2013 to 2022) was put out for consultation 

in 2012. Basically, it proposed no change to the number of licensees, despite their 

increasing catches, including catches of Scottish fish.   SANA objected to Defra, the 

department responsible. We were then asked by the Environment Agency (which is 

supposed to look after wild fish stocks) to withdraw our objection.   We declined 

and sent in another objection to Defra which expanded on points raised by the En-

vironment Agency’s intervention. 

We estimate that about 27 per cent of all salmon killed from stocks originating in 

Scottish Rivers are killed by the North East of England nets.   When there were 

more drift nets, the situation was probably much worse.  However, the remaining 

drift nets, together with T and J nets have become more efficient. 

The MFC is pleased to report that the Net Limitation Order has been substantially 

changed.   It would better if the North East of England Salmon and sea trout fish-

ery did not exist at all.   Nonetheless, this looks like quite a good outcome.    Per-

haps most importantly, there will be a mid-term review, by which time more infor-

mation should be available on the effects of the fishery on Scottish stocks.   There 
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will be a total end to drift nets (albeit in 10 years time) and reduced numbers of 

licenses issued in the meantime. 

Canoeists, Rafters etc. 

The MFC is actively engaged with SNH and the National Access Forum in ques-

tioning the current access privileges of for-profit organisations to waters used by 

anglers.  Further, aspects of how the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 is working 

are to be investigated by a Commission of Inquiry – the Land Reform Review 

Group.   As angling clubs are community-based organisations, affected adversely 

by how the legislation is interpreted, this presents an additional opportunity for 

lobbying by SANA. 

Rod Licensing 

A side effect of the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill was to raise the 

question of rod licensing for Scotland.  Some respondents to the Scottish Govern-

ment’s consultation, not SANA, interpreted part 5 of the Bill as presenting an op-

portunity for introduction of rod licensing.  I.e. they were in favour.   This 

prompted SANA to object to the Parliament’s Rural Affairs Committee. 

The Committee’s questioning of civil servants on the subject resulted in a cate-

gorical denial of the intention and an assurance that the charging provisions of 

the Bill, as drafted, could not be used for that purpose. 
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Name Area Due for re-election Meetings 
attended 

Absences Available for re-
election 

W Balfour Brechin 2013 4/4 0 Yes 

F Rhind Elgin 2013 1/4 2 Retiring 

R C Campbell Ch Edinburgh 2014 4/4 0   

K MacDonald Inverness 2014 0/4 1 Yes 

J Pirie Sec Aberdeenshire 2015 4/4 0   

A Walker V Ch Pitlochry 2015 ¾ 1   

W Duncan Perth Co-opted 1/1 0 Yes 

J Fairgrieve Dumfries Co-opted     Yes 

J Stephen Aberdeen Co-opted     Yes 

MFC Committee 2012 

Above, for each member, are shown the number of meetings attended and the 
number which could have been attended from December 2011 to September 
2012.  Apologies tendered are also shown.  Members who stand down from the 
committee at the 2013 AGM are marked with an * and are eligible for re-election. 

 

The number of committee members is below the eighteen allowed for.  Although 
the present membership is reasonably spread over the country and several mem-
bers also take an interest in rivers some distance from their homes, new members 
will be most welcome 

 

In contrast to its early years in the late 1980s much committee work is now ac-
complished by e-mail and attached documents.  Thus members often make essen-
tial contributions to committee work although unable to attend all meetings.  The 
committee normally meets four times a year in Kinross, one of these meetings of-
ten being held on the same day as the SANA Ltd AGM. 
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SANA Competitions are responsible for the Scottish World and European teams, 
the Stillwater Bank team including the running of qualifying events for all these 
teams through the Scottish National Fly Fishing League and National Stillwater 
Heats respectively. The Ladies National Team and the Scottish Disabled Fly Fishing 
Association International Teams  run qualification events for their respective organ-
isations under the SANA banner.  

  

In addition SANA Competitions run the SANA Open event where anglers wishing to 
try competition angling at one of our top venues can compete in this open friendly 
competition. 

 

World Team   

The 32nd FIPS Mouche World Fly Fishing Championships were held from 3rd to 10th 
July at Bohinjka Bistrica, Slovenia. Scotland was represented by Jake Harvey, David 
Chalmers, Calum Crosbie, Simon Cocker, Dick Logan, reserve Ian Wilson, Manager 
was Billy Dewar and travelling official was Fraser Renwick.  Team Scotland finished 
13th out of 27 teams.  The top Scottish rod was Jake Harvey 16th an excellent re-
sult against 134 other anglers. There were 27 nations and 109 competitors taking 
part.  

 

European Team  

The 18th FIPS Mouche European Championships were held in the Coimbra Region 
of Portugal from 13th to 20th May. Team Scotland finished 10th. 12 teams and 62 in-
dividuals took part. Kenny Riddell was top Scottish rod in 39th place.  Team Scot-
land were Kenny Riddell, Keith Renton, Craig Osborne, Derek Cowan, and David 
Deane with Manager Gillies Breckenridge. 
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Scottish National Fly Fishing League (SNFFL) 2012 

 The overall 2012 champion was Mike Cordiner from Aberdeen, who capped a superb 
consistent year in all his fishing winning the Premier League at his first attempt. The 
overall champion of the First Division was Mark Tweedie. 4 anglers are promoted from 
the First Division, they are Mark Tweedie, Andrew Foggin, Steve Corsar and Euan Mar-
tin.  

 

2012 SNFFL Premier League Results 

1st  Mike Cordiner 

2nd  Alan Hill 

3rd  Richard McHattie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 SNFFL 1st Division Results 

1st  Mark Tweedie 

2nd  Andrew Foggin 

3rd Steve Corsar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Cordiner 

Mark Tweedie 
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The full results for the Premier League and First Division are available on the website.  

 

Entry to the Scottish National Fly Fishing League is now open to any angler who has the 
desire to compete, learn and perform at the highest level. Full details are available from 
the SANA website or by contacting SANA Secretary. 

Scottish National Stillwater Championship 2012 

Kevin Andrews is the new Scottish National Champion. 37 anglers competed at Glen of 
Rothes Fishery on 8th July. In very demanding wet conditions in the morning clearing in 
the afternoon Kevin caught fish at 10 of his 12 pegs to win with 21 points.  
Full results are available on the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scottish team chosen and invited to compete for Scotland at the 3rd Stillwater Inter-
national in Wales in October were Kevin Andrews, Alec Bowler, Steve Corsar, David Bullen, 
Steve Cowan, Richard McHattie and reserve Jim Adie. 

 

The competition is becoming a favourite with many anglers with the opportunity to repre-
sent Scotland at the annual International match attracting the best of our Stillwater an-
glers. 

 

Our thanks go to our hosts for the final, Kevin and David at Glen of Rothes, and to all the 

fisheries that held heats 
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3rd International Stillwater Match, Garnffrwd Fishery, Wales. 

Scotland’s Bank Stillwater Team went down to Wales as defending champions.  An 
average of 8 fish per angler was not sufficient however to retain our title which 
was won by England. The full results were : 

1st England 76 fish 88 place points total points 72,680 
2nd Scotland 51 fish 158 place points total points 49,440 
3rd Wales 50 fish 163 place points total points 48, 020 
4th Ireland 41 fish 194 place points total points 39,560 
(100 points per fish then 20 points for each cm) 
 
Top individuals 
1st Terry Philips England 19 fish 18,120 points  
2nd Dean Philips England 17 fish 16, 360 points 
3rd Steve Corsar Scotland 13 fish 12, 920 points 

Scotland look forward to hosting the International in October next year. The venue 
will be Lochter Fishery. Old Meldrum, Aberdeenshire. 

  

SANA Open Singles and Pairs 

The final was fished on 6 August 2012 at Lake of Menteith, the competition was 
fished on a catch and release basis. 

 

This year 28 anglers took part in the final after 2 qualifying heats. The Individual 
winner was Graeme Connelly and along with his partner Ewan Clark they were the 
pairs winners. 

The Competitions Committee wish to congratulate all other Scottish teams in their 
performances this year. In particular the Scottish Disabled Team retaining their 
Champion Status for the 3rd year in a row. 

Committee 

During 2012 there were changes to the Committee who now are as follows: 

Donald Forbes as acting chair, Gillies Breckenridge, Kenny Riddell, Alan Hill 

Paul Buchanan, Mark Tweedie, David Deane 

 

Tight lines for 2013 

 

Donald Forbes 

Chair 
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SEPA News 
Invasive non–native species 
There are many plants, animals and insects living in Scotland which are not native 
to our country. They have been introduced accidentally or deliberately by people 
and while some are beneficial, for example many of the crops and animals farmed 
to feed us, others can have negative effects. 

A small proportion of non–native species become invasive, perhaps because they 
find our climate favourable or because they are not subject to the diseases and 
predators that naturally manage their populations in their native lands. These spe-
cies spread out of control and threaten our natural biodiversity by taking over 
where native species should thrive, or by harbouring diseases to which our native 
species have no immunity. 

Such 'invasive non–native species' are recognised by the Convention on Biological 
Diversity as the greatest threat to biodiversity after habitat loss and decline. In 
some cases they can damage our buildings or livelihoods, for example structural 
damage caused by Japanese knotweed. They can even damage our health . It 
has been estimated that invasive non–native species cost the British economy 
around £2 billion every year. 

Regulation 

SEPA has a role in consulting on the use of authorised herbicides in or near water-
courses; anyone wanting to control plants in or near watercourses should contact 
their local Environmental Protection and Improvement Team before they start 
work. 

We also regulate the handling of waste material containing, in particular, plant ma-
terial from invasive species. More detailed information on the legal requirements 
for these activities can be found at the NetRegs website . 

Influencing 

Overseen by the GB Non-Native Species Secretariat, the Invasive Non-Native Spe-
cies Framework Strategy  for Great Britain sets out the agreed hierarchical ap-
proach to invasive non-native species: 

·         Prevention 

·         Early detection, surveillance, monitoring and rapid response 

·          Mitigation, control and eradication 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?pageid=152
http://www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/contacting_sepa/regional_offices.aspx
http://www.netregs.gov.uk/netregs/63115.aspx
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=55
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=55
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With organisations and industry representatives from 
across Britain, SEPA has been involved in the devel-
opment of a rapid response protocol and communica-
tions plan for Great Britain and is helping to support 
the awareness raising campaign 'Be Plant 
Wise'  which is being promoted by the Scottish Gov-
ernment  to encourage aquatic plant suppliers and 
their customers to avoid non-native plants that could 
spread out of garden ponds and damage local biodi-
versity. 

Partnerships 

Some of our most important partnerships are through 
the Area Advisory Groups which are overseeing the measures agreed through riv-
er basin management plans. Invasive non–native species are considered a signifi-
cant water management issue, and in some areas the presence of certain species 
has resulted in watercourses being classified as less than good status. All the part-
ners in these groups are working to address this and to prevent further deteriora-
tion in the ecological quality of our watercourses. 

SEPA works with partners such as Scottish Natural Heritage  to develop research 
into the effects of, and possible solutions for, the problems caused by invasive non
–native species such as North American Signal Crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus) 
and the water plant New Zealand pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii). 

We are also working closely with the Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland  on 
a country-wide project to develop biosecurity plans for most river catchments 
which will help to prevent the spread of invasive non–native species, and quickly 
tackle any new arrivals. 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/river_basin_planning.aspx
http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/river_basin_planning.aspx
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/safeguarding-biodiversity/invasive-nonnative-species/
http://www.invasivespeciesscotland.org.uk/
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=98
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=98
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SANA membership 2012 

 Clubs    

A Aberdeen & DAA  I ICI AC Dumfries 

 Achiltibuie AC   Inverbervie & DAA 

 Airdrie & DAC   Inverclyde Fly Fishers 

 Alness AC   Inverurie AA 

 Ardrossan Eglinton AC  J Jedforest Angling Association 

 Avon Angling Club  K Kyles of Bute AC 

B Badenoch AA  L Lame Ducks AC 

 Ballageich AC   Lamington & DAIA 

 Barnsheen FC   Linlithgow AC 

 BMA (Glasgow) AC   Loch Achonachie AC 

 Bonnybridge AC   Loch Kindar AC 

 Bothwell & Blantyre AC   Lochinch Angling Club 

 Brechin AC  M Midlothian AA 

 Bridge of Allan 76 AC  N Nairn AA 

 Brotherloch AC   North Berwick AC 

C Canmore AC Forfar  O Orkney Trout Fishers Assn 

 Carrick Angling Club  P Pencaitland Angling Club 

 Catrine AC   Penicuik Angling Club 

 Caurnie AC   Phoenix AC 

 CIBA AC   Pitlochry AC 

 Cove & Kincreggan AC   Portree Angling Club 

 Cramond A C  R Rannoch & DAC 

 Craufurdland Ltd   Rescobie Loch DA 

 Crieff AC   River Spey AA 

 Cumnock & DAA   Rowbank Angling Club 

D Dailly AC  S Shetland AA 

 Dalbeattie AA   South Uist Angling Club 

 Dingwall & DAC   St Boswells & Newton Stewart AA 

 Dornoch & District Angling Association   St Fillans & Lochearn AA 

 Dounreay FFA   St Winnoch AC 

 Dumfries & Galloway AA   Stanecastle AC 

 Dunkeld & Birnam AA   Stewarton Angling Club 

 Dunoon & District Angling Club   Stirling Castle AC 

E East Lothian Angling Association   Stranraer and District Angling Association 

 Edin Mechanised AC   Swanswater Cygnets JAC 

 Edinburgh Walton AC  T The Grizzle Cats 

 Ellem FC   The Trout Anglers Club 

F Falkirk FD   Townhill Angling Club 

 Farmers & Assoc AC  U UCAPA 

 Ferry FD AC   Upper Annandale AC 

H Haddo House AC  W Walton AC 

 Hawick AC    

 Heriot AC    
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Professional members: 

Ian Pincombe 

Stephen Gill 

Campbell Thomson 

David Gibbon 

Douglas Morison 

Phillip White 

Rob McKeown 

John Hood 

Heather Cary 

Andrew Thornton 

Vernon Chapman 

Chris Price 

John Pennington 

Mark Shirley-Beavan 

Paul MacLean 

Frank Durdle 

Darren Lewis 

Vernon Wood 

David Mateer 

Clive Mitchelhill 

David Crosbie 

David Bell 

Ken Oliver 

Chris Grantham 

Martin Grantham 

W Salvona 

David Crosbie 

Austin Weldon 

Jim Mathew 

Steven Reid 

John Milne 

Thomas Anderson 

Lennie Fuller 

Alistair Mair 

Associate members 

AFYD Ayr 

AFYD Lanarkshire 

AFYD Orkney 

AFYD Paisley & Renfrew 

AFYD Perth 

AFYD Perthshire East 

AFYD Renfrew and East Renfrew new 09 

AFYD Trust 

AFYD West Lothian 

Fed of Highland AC 

Harperrig Fisheries 

Forth Area Fed of Anglers 

Lake of Menteith Fisheries 
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