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Introduction 
1. SANA is the recognised governing body for game angling in Scotland.   This submission has been prepared by SANA’s Migratory Fish and Non Migratory Fish Committees.

2. The tenor of the consultation’s text, in terms of the general ambition for environmental quality is most welcome and is in line with previously expressed concerns from SANA about the need to create habitat conditions which conserve fish stocks – for both the public interest in the natural environment and for future angling opportunities.   However, we believe that specific and measurable improvements should be included in the forward plan for Scottish Water’s operations.   This submission outlines what is required.
Summary
· A programme of investment in Waste Water Treatment (WWT) is required to reduce the background level of nutrients in many rivers and stillwaters in Scotland.   Specifically, phosphate removal is required as part of the general treatment process. 
· Point source pollution is also a concern.   The continuing unmonitored release of untreated or partly treated sewage at Consented Sewage Outfalls (CSOs) should cease.   The whole subject of dealing with storm water conditions should be reviewed and identification of the most serious impacts should result in construction of substantial holding capacity.  Discharge from CSOs should only be allowed under defined conditions for each situation.
· We realise that these remedial works will involve potentially substantial costs over an extended period of time.   Prioritisation is discussed below.

WWT
3. It is a fact of life that our society produces waste materials and dealing with that waste presents challenges.   As stated in the Scottish Government’s discussion paper, “Developing an Environment Strategy for Scotland”, there needs to be an ambition to do it better.   “Our ambition is to continue to establish Scotland’s place in the world as a country ready to lead global action to address current and future environmental challenges, and to collaborate with others as we do that.”
The paper identifies the subject of water quality: “ .. it is clear that significant future action is needed, for example, ... to tackle waste and diffuse pollution of water courses ..”.
4. We arrived at this position where collecting and treating waste water, borne of the need to improve environmental performance, has become a problem because the content of the waste has changed.  It is not only a volume issue arising from constantly adding more houses in a catchment - stretching  the capabilities of WWT plants to cope.  Most houses have washing machines or dishwashers or both.  The detergents used in these machines contain phosphates.  Innovation in composition of household cleaning products, perhaps driven by regulation, may ameliorate the impact in the future.  A voluntary switch by households in the Loch Leven catchment was tried but increased costs make the impact of such moves uncertain.   Here and now, we need waste treatment solutions.  The technology to remove phosphates is proven, but we lack widespread application in treatment plants.
5. SANA proposes that the Scottish ambition should be to use phosphate “scrubbers” at all WWT facilities.

CSOs
6. Thanks to extensive coverage in the BBC’s Countryfile programme, point source water pollution from CSOs is now a subject of public attention.  Many anglers were only too aware of intermittent discharges, not only following extreme rainfall events.
7. The central principle of a CSO facility is to enable WWT to be bypassed when excessive rain overwhelms storage capacity at treatment sites.   Defence of this practice rests on the dilution effect of spate conditions in the receiving waters.  This raises two questions: why is there not more storage capacity to cope with such events and why are these consents being used at other times?
8. The first of these questions is fundamental to the intended practice.   The second could be about the need to monitor the use of CSOs and enforce the law on pollution prevention or it could be about Scottish Water seizing the initiative and acting at its own hand to improve performance.

9. The question of extra storage capacity should, in principle, be easy to assess were it not for the lack of monitoring.   However, the process of River Basin Catchment Planning (to ensure compliance with the Water Framework Directive) provides a structure for assessment.
10. There should be no excuse for using CSOs to discharge untreated waste to rivers without the dilution effect of high water conditions in storm events.   However, it can be understood that WWT plant failures may from time to time cause emergencies.  However, in dealing with such situations, that brings the subject back to having adequate holding capacity for untreated sewage.  Probably, Scottish Water knows where and when such situations can arise.   Therefore, an internal review may be enough to determine where to put new storage in place.
How to Prioritise Investment
11. This substantial subject is unlikely to be resolved quickly.   The best of all possible waste treatment and lots of new storage for raw sewage cannot be expected everywhere on day one of a new policy.    But it must start somewhere.    Scottish Water itself is best placed to initiate these reforms and, as noted, River Basin Management Planning provides a forum for involving other state institutions.   What SANA would like to see is a clear statement of intent with timetabled improvements and budgets for new spending on upgrading WWTs and reducing current dependence on CSOs.
12. Returning to the context in which this consultation is being conducted, viz, the Scottish Government’s environmental ambitions.   SANA is happy to join in the paper’s goal: “we want to create a shared statement of ambition for all those working to protect Scotland’s environment ...”.   Angler involvement in upgrading the conditions of Scotland inland waters and coastal regions would be appreciated.
Craig Campbell, 14 July 2018
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